
PTO Meeting Minutes – November 1, 2011  
7:00PM, Hillside Elementary School 
 
 
In Attendance 
Michelle Barton, Kristin Becket, Karen Celebuski, Diane Cohle, Pam Emel, Juliette Hyson, Bernie Logan, 
Jen Marsala, Darcy McGroarty, Kristin Mayock, Meg Rafter, Debbie Weger, Meghan Wilmot 
 
Approval of Minutes 
The minutes were approved from the October 5, 2011 PTO Meeting 
 

Principal’s Report – Diane Cohle 

• Mrs. Cohle attended a 5-day workshop with other educators, and realizes even more how much 
we have to be thankful for here. 

• Thanks to the PTO for all our support, for being here for the Halloween parties, and for the 3-D art 
assembly. 

• We are looking forward to the Patricia Polacco visit in November. 

• Conferences are coming up, near the Thanksgiving holiday. 

 
President’s Report – Kristin Becket and Meghan Wilmot 

• Info from the PTO presidents’ meeting last week: In regard to the directory, there have been a lot 
of changes with the district data this year. They got some ideas from New Eagle Elementary, who 
starts on their directory in May. Meghan will share more details with Michelle. There was a 
presentation by Gwenn Mascioli at the presidents’ meeting regarding ARCH; many webinars are 
being offered. Dave Preston came to talk about food services. Spread the word to your chairs, to 
ask Kristin about any questions they have regarding food services and any school events. There 
will be major changes to the food choices in the menus (such as no starches, a federal mandate). 
  

VP Membership and School Services – Pam Emel 

• Pam recommending coming up with a process on how people can start a new club or get an 
existing club rolling. She went through this process for Drama Club this year, and would like for 
people to have information available to them as a resource as they step through this process in 
the future. 

• Pam recommending having a “club chart” available for parents – a master schedule that shows 
which clubs are offered and on what days. The members in attendance thought that this was a 
great idea.  
 

VP Fundraising – Darcy McGroarty 

• The Halloween costume sale was a success; it made over $400 for the PTO (150 costumes) 

• Darcy got feedback on the Campbell’s soup campaign, and decided to move forward with it. 

• Darcy got something from T/E Middle school where people can donate online to the PTO. Darcy 
will look into this for next year for our PTO parent sponsor program. She also has a nice sample 
letter with prizes to give out at different levels. 

• Pizza Bingo was a success, and made about $230 for the PTO. There was discussion about this 
event being a lot of work, but not a big bang for the buck. Darcy would like people to give her 
feedback on the event, to decide whether it’s worth doing in the future. 



VP Cultural Arts – Juliette Hyson 

• Patricia Polacco will be arriving on Sunday for a two-week visit to the area. She is coming to 
Hillside on Tuesday. On Monday, people will be decorating the halls with children’s artwork. We 
will have book plates, as well as extra books for sale. There will be a luncheon for Patricia 
Polacco in Mrs. McIntyre’s room. 

• Mark Kistler, the 3-D writer and illustrator who visited Hillside, has a website in which several 
areas are free, and some areas of the website are accessible by paying a fee. He is offering for 
the school to have access to his website for $500. Juliette believes that this is too much to ask 
the PTO to pay, but has the idea to find, for example, 10-15 parents who are willing to pay $45, or 
50 parents who are each willing to pay $10. Mark Kistler will then allow ALL Hillside parents, 
teachers, and students to have access to the website for a school year. (The regular website fee 
is $99 for an individual.) Juliette will start an email about this to see if people are interested. 

 

VP Social Functions – Jen Kleppe (absent) 

• Movie Night is in two weeks, and they are all set for this event. 

 

Secretary – Jen Marsala 

• Kristin Mayock presented on the details of the last Interschool Council meeting.  

� There is a teacher’s union grievance against the school district regarding Conestoga teachers 
having six classes to teach. A mediator is handling the grievance and it should be decided in 
the spring. If the district loses, it will be a 1.125 million dollar expense.  

� Details were presented at the meeting regarding a youth alcohol survey.  

� Budget strategies are forcing the district to re-evaluate elementary support programs (such 
as reading, math and theChallenge program). Challenge groups may be enlarged so that 
teachers can go to other schools. 

� The district safety plan was discussed at the meeting. They talked about emergency 
procedures, canine searches, lockdowns, etc. 

� The next ISC meeting is on Wednesday, November 9. The topic will be the tax study, the 
pros and cons of the earned income tax, and changes to the guidance program. 

• Karen Celebuski discussed the Race to Nowhere film. ARCH will be presenting this film on 
Thursday, November 17 from 9:30-11:30AM at the T/E Administrative Offices. There was 
discussion regarding paper copies to send home. ARCH is also presenting a phenomenal 
program on the adolescent brain, which will be held on Thursday, November 3 from 7-8:30PM at 
T/E Middle School. 

• Debbie Weger spoke about TE Cares, which gives support to people in Tredyffrin and Easttown 
townships by helping with items such as rent, food, cars, electric bills. They have college 
assistance programs for kids. They help families who make too much money for the free/reduced 
lunch, but still don’t have enough. There was a school supply drive in August, and TE Cares 
sponsors holiday drives and dinners. There are opportunities for the PTO to get involved with 
events such as the school supply drive and the holiday drive. We could decide, for example, to 
donate a certain number of books, or support a certain number of families. TE Cares has no 
office and pays no salaries. They send out an email about once per month, listing needs of 
people in the community. Info was recently published about TE Cares in the Hillside Highlights. 

 



Treasurer – Meg Rafter 

• The PTO Sponsorship Program is still going well. The Pizza Bingo profits are lower than the 
expected (at $230). 

 

New Business 

• Kristin Becket – We have two quotes on A/V equipment. She made a motion to use AVA 
Associates, which is less expensive and has been great to work with. We will be buying two new 
speakers, jacks for an Ipod, wireless microphones, and an upgrade on the rack mount mixer. The 
price will be $1400-$2000. 

• Debbie Weger made a motion to sponsor a family for the TE Cares Holiday drive. Jen Marsala 
will send out an email to the board next week to vote on this. 

 

Announcements and Additional Comments: 

• PTO Board members can go to the Intermediate Unit to use the laminating and die cut machine. 

• The next PTO meeting is on Wednesday, December 7 at 9:10AM at Kristin Becket’s house. 


